
 C
ongratulations on another great 
school year! You have a lot to 
be proud of and I hope you have 
an opportunity during this grad-

uation season to reflect on your 
district’s accomplishments — not 
only those of your graduating 
seniors, but of your entire student 
body and staff.

This past school year, I’ve had 
the honor of traveling the state to 
help a number of districts celebrate 
their accomplishments. You’ve  
kept me busy. I’ve participated in 
ground-breaking ceremonies,  
presented certificates and honors  
at school board meetings, and  
seen first-hand numerous student 
projects and initiatives.

On one of my most recent trips,  
I had the opportunity to visit Brillion 
Elementary School where the district 
transformed an old gymnasium/
cafeteria into the Brillion Explora-
tion Station – an exciting space for 
the district’s youngest students to 
engage in hands-on STEAM 
learning. It is an impressive under-
taking that is a direct result of the 
dedication of the board members, 
administrators and staff in that 
district and of the commitment by its 
community members. I hope you 
enjoy reading about the Exploration 
Station in this issue of the Wisconsin 
School News.

In addition to the events that I 
personally get to attend, I’m contin-
ually amazed by the positive stories 
that come from our school districts 
every year.  Whenever we learn 
about them, we share the stories on 
our social media and Stand Up for 

Public Education blog to help spread 
the word. We’re proud to share 
stories like the team of students from 
Kimberly High School who won the 
Rube Goldberg competition. The 
national competition promotes 
creativity and engineering skills by 
challenging teams to build a machine 
that completes a simple task through 
an overly complicated process. The 
team from Kimberly built a machine 
that applies a Band-Aid using 70 
steps and was featured on the Jimmy 
Kimmel Live television show.

We also love sharing stories that 
would otherwise fly under the radar. 
Like the story about a trip made by 
a delegation of school leaders from 
Milwaukee Public Schools to school 
districts in northern Wisconsin that 
have successfully built and incorpo-
rated Fab Labs into their schools. It 
was great to see the collaboration 
among school districts from different 
corners of the state. Three Lakes, 
Northland Pines, Florence, Crandon, 
and others should be proud of their 
work in preparing students for the 
future.

The dedication of our teachers 
and administrators never fails to 
impress me. To name just a few of 
the state and national recognitions 
Wisconsin educators received this 
year: Sun Prairie teacher Chris 
Gleason was named a finalist for 
national teacher of the year; Kettle 
Moraine superintendent Patricia 
Deklotz was one of 14 district 
administrators across the country 
recognized by Education Week as a 
“Leader to Learn From;” and Erica 
Breitbarth, a music teacher at 

Ronald Reagan High School in 
Milwaukee, was selected as a top 10 
finalist out of 3,000 nominees for 
the Grammy Music Educator 
Award. These are but three examples 
of the many public school teachers 
and officials who bring passion and 
dedication to their craft and inspire 
students and co-workers all over our 
great state.

We truly have much to be proud 
of in Wisconsin! It’s important to 
take time to recognize our successes 
and share them with our communi-
ties. While we work to continuously 
improve and move public education 
forward, we need to take time to 
celebrate our many accomplishments 
and successes.  

As this school year comes to an 
end, I’d like to remind everyone that 
our Summer Leadership Institute will 
be taking place July 14-15 in Green 
Bay. On Friday, July 14, there will be a 
networking dinner and keynote 
address from former Green Bay Packer 
George Koonce. On Saturday, July 15, 
there will be three tracks of program-
ming for school leaders to choose 
from. We hope you can join us!

We are also excited to roll out an 
updated and redesigned website this 
summer. The new website will be 
compatible with mobile and tablet 
devices and will feature extensive 
information and resources for school 
board members. We hope you will 
find the new website easy to use. 
Watch for updates from the WASB.

Congrats to everyone on a suc-
cessful school year. Thanks for all of 
your hard work and your dedication 
to our students! n
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