
 In today’s school climate, we recog-
nize the need to support our students 
not only academically but also emo-

tionally. School programs, such as 
early education, PBIS and character 
education, focus on building our 
students’ ability to work with others 
and be positive school-citizens.

Recognizing this important work, 
I’m proud to say that the theme of the 
95th State Education Convention is 
“Educating Hearts and Minds.” WASB 
President Wanda Owens of Barneveld 
has made this message a focus of her 
tenure as president this year and we 
are excited to make it the theme of the 
upcoming convention.

The Wisconsin State Education 
Convention, taking place Jan. 20-22 in 
Milwaukee, will bring together thou-
sands of school leaders from across the 
state for three days of learning, collabo-
rating, and sharing about important 
and timely issues and ideas related to 
public education in Wisconsin. 

This special issue of Wisconsin 
School News provides a preview of 
the many break-out sessions, keynote 
speakers, special events, and opportu-
nities that will be a part of the 
upcoming convention. As in previous 
years, we will have dozens of 
break-out sessions featuring the great 
work going on in our school districts. 
Presented by public school leaders, 
industry experts, and knowledgeable 
education advocates, the break-out 
sessions will cover a wide range of 
important topics such as: community 
engagement, school law, employee 
benefits, school finance, student 
achievement, board governance, 
school partnerships, and much more.

We are also excited to feature a 
line-up of inspiring, thought- 
provoking and innovative keynote 
speakers, including Dr. Luis Cruz,  
Dr. John Medina, and Chris Lehmann. 

Dr. Cruz, a former principal in Los 
Angeles, has been nationally recog-
nized for his work in building school 
cultures that support all students, 
including English language learners. 
His focus on improving school culture 
and the social emotional education of 
students has earned him state and 
national awards. Cruz will deliver an 
inspiring message of inclusion and 
illustrate how advocating for minority 
student groups benefits everyone.

Dr. John Medina, author of the 
best-selling book Brain Rules, will 
provide fascinating insights into the 
latest research on how the brain 
works and how that research can be 
used to inform and improve the 
education of our students. Well-
known for his sense of humor and 
captivating stories from his years of 
research as a molecular biologist, 
Medina will provide concrete ideas 
about how to incorporate new ideas 
about learning into our schools.

The final keynote speaker — Chris 
Lehmann — is the founding principal 
of the Science Leadership Academy, an 
inquiry-driven, project based, 1:1 
laptop high school in Philadelphia. In 
his new book, Building School 2.0: 
How to Create the Schools We Need, 
Lehmann discusses how education 
and our schools’ physical spaces 
should change to meet the evolving 
nature of education brought on by 
new technologies. His keynote address 
will provide insight into how schools 

can incorporate 
technology into 
real-world learning.

With the large number of 
break-out sessions and the high- 
quality keynote speakers that we 
have scheduled, I know there will  
be valuable sessions and excellent 
enrichment opportunities for 
everyone who attends the convention. 
The convention also offers a unique 
opportunity for school leaders to 
meet colleagues from around the 
state. I encourage you to make an 
effort to talk with other school board 
members. Connecting with school 
leaders gives you an opportunity to 
share ideas or possible solutions to 
some of the complex challenges you 
may be facing.

If you haven’t already, visit  
wasb.org/convention for updates, 
more information, and tools like the 
itinerary planner, which can help you 
carefully schedule your time and 
maximize your convention experience. 
In addition, the popular convention 
mobile app will be available later this 
year. Watch the convention website 
and for communications from the 
WASB for a link.

Each year, the State Education 
Convention gives us an opportunity 
to meet and share ideas about some 
of the most important issues facing 
public education in Wisconsin.  
I hope you are able to join us and 
attend this special event with  
your colleagues from across the 
state. Mark your calendars for  
Jan. 20-22 in Milwaukee. I will  
see you there!  n
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