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School Traffic Safety Tips
Strategies for maintaining safe parking lots, roadways, 
and drop-off zones on your school’s campus

it’s important to communicate traffic flow expectations  

to parents and students prior to the start of the school year,  

prior to changes occurring, and at regular intervals.

A Find links to school traffic safety 
resources, including materials from the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration on preventing pedestrian 
crashes, at wasb.org. Select “Wisconsin 
School News” and then “Current issue.”
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s you know, school parking 
lots, drives, and drop-off 
zones can be busy places 
just before and after the 
school day. With the high 

volume of motor vehicle traffic and 
pedestrians, uncontrolled parking 
and drop-off areas can lead to colli-
sions and endanger pedestrians.

Considering the risk for an acci-
dent, school leaders need to take an 
active role in the design of parking 
and drop-off areas and the enforce-
ment of traffic flow patterns.

There are a number of areas to 
review as you examine your parking 
drop-off zone, and traffic flow con-
figurations. Here’s a look at some 
strategies to keep your parking lots 
and drop-off zones safe. 

Have well-marked traffic lanes 
indicating how traffic should flow 
through entrances, exits, parking, 
and drop-off areas. The markings 
should include lanes, one-way traffic 
flows, parking stalls, cross walks, and 
no parking zones. Markings should 
be a combination of signs and pave-
ment paint or stain, using standard 
color and following local and state 
laws. Having parking and drive 
markings painted by an experienced 
contractor will minimize the potential 
for markings being difficult to iden-
tify or not meet the brightness/reflec-
tive guidelines. Signs should have 
reflective surfaces for visibility.

Verify that lighting is adequate 
for winter months when school 
opening or closing times are darker. 
Make sure to check the lighting as 
part of your regular inspections.

It is also important to maintain 
good visibility at entranceways, 
around corners, and where lanes 
merge. Bushes, signs, buildings, 
temporary storage, and snow piles 
that limit a driver’s or pedestrian’s 
view make crashes and injuries more 
likely. Obstructions to a driver’s 
view should be eliminated.

Separate bus and car traffic as 
much as possible and design drop-
off areas so bus passengers do not 
need to cross traffic or parking 
areas. Similarly, design traffic to  
flow in one direction coming in and 
through the drop-off and pick-up 
areas. Pull-through parking that 
eliminates backing can reduce the 
potential for some types of crashes.

Design traffic flow patterns to 
reduce left turns across traffic as 
much as possible and clearly mark 
where turns are prohibited.

Provide all school traffic officers 
and crossing guards with training 
and protective equipment like reflec-
tive vests or jackets, flashlights when 
working during limited daylight 
hours, and slip resistant boots or slip 
on protection when snow, ice or 
sleet are present. Vests or jackets 
indicating the person is a school 

traffic officer may help driver com-
pliance with your policies.

Work with local law enforcement 
if drivers will not comply with traffic 
flow guidelines, drive while dis-
tracted, or are impaired. Make sure 
you have posted speed limits for your 
parking and drop-off areas that are 
well below the posted road limits.

Finally, it’s important to commu-
nicate traffic flow expectations to 
parents and students prior to the 
start of the school year, prior to 
changes occurring, and at regular 
intervals. Use resources available to 
your district such as bus company 
engineers, local police, city engi-
neers, and others to identify poten-
tial injury or crash sources and 
eliminate them. n
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