
Educating Hearts and Minds

A
s I begin my year as the WASB 
president, I reflect on the words 
of Mike Blecha, immediate past 
president, as he passed the 

president’s gavel to me at the WASB 
Convention in Milwaukee: “She is 
an avid believer in a quality educa-
tion for all students, passionate and 
committed to service.”

I serve on the Barneveld School 
Board. Barneveld is a small, rural 
district located on Highway 18-151 
about half way between Madison and 
Dubuque. We serve 465 students. 

The first night that I served as a 
member of the Barneveld School 
Board was the night of June 7, 1984. 
As I walked the four blocks home at 
about 11 pm that night, a few large 
rain drops fell from the sky. Little 
did I know that in less than two 
hours an EF5 tornado would blow 

right down Main Street and destroy 
Barneveld as we knew it. My initia-
tion was not by fire, but rather by 
wind and rain.

Some of my first experiences and 
duties as a board member were 
walking through water to remove 
books from the library, climbing up 
on the roof of the school to look at 
large, gaping holes, and meeting 
with insurance companies and con-
tractors. Despite the damage, we had 
a building mostly ready for the start 
of school in the fall. We will forever 
be indebted to the volunteers and 
everyone who provided help, both 
manual and financial, and to our 
neighboring district for the use of 
their facilities.

I will never forget my first few 
days as a school board member and 
I look forward to beginning a new 

chapter as a public school leader.  
As your new president, I am eager  
to work with the WASB staff, and  
all of you to build on WASB’s efforts 
to “move forward together”  
educating “every child, every day” 
as our association focuses on the 
whole child.

This year, my focus will be on 
ensuring that our association con-
tinues to educate not only the minds 
of Wisconsin’s students, but also their 
hearts. By this I mean helping our 
schools to develop the thoughtful, 
considerate young people who will 
lead us to a kinder, gentler world. It is 
essential that we continue to build on 
our partnerships with the Wisconsin 
School Music Association and the 
Wisconsin Art Education Association 
to encourage school districts to offer 
music and fine arts programs to their 
students.

There are so many challenges 
facing public education today. All of 
you — whether you’re a school 
board member, superintendent, 
school business official or teacher 
— play a critical role every day in 
providing Wisconsin students the 
very best education. They are our 
future and they are depending on all 
of us to help them reach their goals.

As this year’s president of the 
WASB, I pledge my personal  
commitment to supporting you.  
I look forward to meeting as many 
of you as possible. Please feel free 
to contact me with your ideas  
and suggestions for our great  
association. n

Owens is the 2015 WASB President and a 
member of the Barneveld School Board.

2015 WASB President emphasizes importance of  
character as well as academics
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In districts with a mobile app, 

It’s a fact.
Districts and schools who go mobile are more e�ective 
at reaching their learning community.

Get the rest of the facts with our eBook, “Message Received.”
To download now, scan the QR code or visit www.blackboard.com/K12ebook. 

of parents access
it weekly.

66%

of teachers believe using 
mobile devices improves 

school-to-home 
communications.

52%

of parents think mobile 
devices will keep them 
engaged in their child’s 

education.

71%


