
“This is an amazing time to be a learner 
if we understand how learning works in
   online global learning communities.”
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i f you ask Will Richardson,  
a former educator and a well-
known blogger and author, the 

multiple choice tests that have been 
a staple of many classrooms are 
ridiculous.

“Why are we asking students to 
remember the answers to questions 
that we can now answer on our cell 
phones?” he asked. “Why are we 
asking them these questions when 
information is ubiquitous?”

With information at our finger-
tips at any moment, Richardson said 
the goal of schools should not be to 
create learned pupils but learners—
students who are pursuing individual 
learning pursuits and are constantly 
striving for more information. 

“This is an amazing time to be a 
learner if we understand how 
learning works in online global 
learning communities,” he said.

Richardson offered the story of 
Mark Klassen, a high school student 
from Niagara, New York who 
wanted to learn how to be a cinema-
tographer. Mark took to the Internet 
and watched videos on how to make 
movies and operate cameras. He 
learned how to edit film and all of 
the other high-tech skills and knowl-
edge needed to direct and produce 
cinema. As a high school student, 
Mark produced pieces for the NFL 
and has won numerous film contests.

“He never took a course or work-
shop, he learned this primarily from 
people online from around the 
world,” Richardson said.

This poses a challenge and an 
opportunity to schools, Richardson 
said. Are schools going to embrace 

online social learning networks? Are 
they going to be an old school or a  
bold school?

“My fear is that we are going to 
have to change under someone else’s 
edict,” Richardson said. “My hope 
is we are the ones that drive what 
the conversation looks like because 
to be honest I’m fearful that we’re 
going to lose the best of public 
schools if we don’t have this conver-
sation very seriously right now.”

Richardson closed his remarks by 
commenting on school leaders in 
Maine who are embracing efforts to 
bring more real-life learning experi-
ences to students and boost tech-
nology and how it is used in public 

education. Richardson said Maine  
is taking the first steps by recog-
nizing that learning can take place 
anywhere. Today, Richardson said, 
learning is mobile, networked, 
global, and collaborative. 

“We happen to be in a moment 
when change is upon us,” Rich-
ardson said. “We really need to have 
some conversations about what 
learning looks like, how we define 
an education, and all sorts of the big 
questions that we have to grapple 
with so that at the end of the day  
we can serve our kids and prepare 
them for the world they’re going  
to live in.” n
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