
“You are not only the ones standing up and fighting for them,  

you’re also the ones  
  they aspire to be.”
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A ccording to author, business 
leader and youth advocate 
Wes Moore, it was education 

that made all the difference. In his 
book The Other Wes Moore, he con-
trasts his success with the life of 
another young man of the same name 
who is in jail for life. 

“Education matters – not just 
because of what you’re learning but it 
matters because of who you’re learning 
from and who you’re learning, with,” 
Moore told a capacity crowd. 

“The other thing that matters is 
you — the people who spend every 
single day fighting for the others. 
You’re their champions, the ones  
they aspire to be.” 

Moore, who grew up in Baltimore, 
lost his father at the age of 3. As his 
mother struggled to raise him and his 
sisters, he began to act out by skipping 
school and getting in trouble with the 
law. His mother finally sent him to 
military school at the age of 13 where 
he slowly began to turn his life 
around. He eventually graduated from 
high school, went into the military 
and graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 
Johns Hopkins University. While at 
Johns Hopkins, he was awarded a 
Rhodes Scholarship.

When The Baltimore Sun wrote  
a story about his success despite his 
troubled childhood, Moore discovered 
the paper was also running stories 
about four men who had been con-
victed of killing an off-duty Baltimore 
police officer during a robbery. One of 
the men — who came from the same 
neighborhood as Moore — was also 
named “Wes Moore.”

Intrigued by the similarities that 
had yielded such different results, 
Moore wrote to “the other Wes 
Moore.” The correspondence flour-

ished and became the basis for his 
book which Moore called “a larger 
social commentary.”

“It’s a larger conversation about 
who we are, where we are going and 
what it’s going to take to get us there,” 
he said.

Without the intervention of 
teachers and other mentors along  
the way, Moore is convinced that  
he could easily have turned out like 
his namesake.

“Had it not have been for people 
who fought and advocated for me 
when I needed it the most, the story 
would have been very different,”  
he said.

A powerful quote from his book 
expands on this idea, “The chilling 
truth is that his story could have been 
mine. The tragedy is that my story 
could have been his.”

Moore believes there are several 
critical factors to ensuring a child’s 
success in life. Education is key, espe-
cially higher education, not just for the 
academics but also for the examples 
teachers can provide and the social 
network students can build with their 
peers. Seventy percent of jobs people 
find are the result of networking,  
he said.

Expectations are also important.  
If children don’t believe they are 
expected to succeed, chances are  
they won’t. 

“Expectations matter because we 
are a nation of self-fulfilling prophe-
cies,” Moore said. “The expectations 
that people have of themselves is 
because of the expectations other 
people have of them.” n

Author Wes Moore stresses the importance of  
engaging all students in education 

educating the other
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