
S
tate Superintendent  
Tony Evers commended 
school leaders for their  
hard work, pointing out  
that Wisconsin has one  

of the best overall graduation rates  
in the nation.

However, since Evers took office as 
state superintendent in 2009, he has 
repeatedly called for a 100 percent 
graduation rate for Wisconsin students.

“We are nowhere near that goal 
when one in 10 Wisconsin students  
drop out of high school,” Evers said. 
“For Native American and Hispanic 
students, that number is one in four.  
For our African American students,  
one in three.”

Looking to improve the state’s gradu-
ation rates and the gaps that exist 
between different groups of students, 
Evers summarized the numerous efforts 

education stakeholders have undertaken.
He noted that the state has adopted 

the Common Core State Standards and 
is now working on bringing the stan-
dards to the classroom. Evers also 
pointed out the state’s focus on strength-
ening early reading programs, imple-
menting statewide literacy screening and 
professional development for educators.

 Evers referenced other programs and 
initiatives such as using technology to 
customize students’ learning, connecting 
high school with higher education and 
career opportunities, and expanding 
Response to Intervention programs  
in schools.

Evers acknowledges that the past 
year has been difficult for a lot of people 
in public education and across the state. 

“Rancor over state funding cuts, the 
elimination of collective bargaining, 
unprecedented educator retirements, 

recall elections, and fears around the 
state and national economy have pitted 
community and family members against 
one another,” Evers said. “We must 
reinvest in our schools, fix our broken 
system of school funding, and ensure our 
educators have a seat at the table. That is 
how we can move forward together. n
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