
CESAs were created by the state 
Legislature in 1963 to provide a link 
between the Department of Public 
Instruction and local school districts. 
There are 12 CESAs in Wisconsin, all 
serving a different regional section of 
the state. Now, in the next stage of 
development, Wisconsin’s CESAs 
have developed a statewide network.

For more than two years, the 12 
agency administrators of Wisconsin’s 
CESAs have been working together 
to develop a seamless way for 
CESAs, and consequently all school 
districts, to share services regardless 
of their geography within the state. 
The mechanism that the agency 
administrators created for this col-
laboration is called the CESA State-
wide Network (CSN).

“The agency administrators real-
ized that we could leverage the 
resources of one CESA, usually a 
new product or service, and provide 
it on a statewide basis to address a 
statewide need,” said Jesse Harness, 
CSN Commissioner. “We realized 
that if we could more efficiently 
provide more services to more dis-
tricts, it’s a win for everyone.”

Since its inception on July 1, 
2010, the CSN has endorsed nine 

statewide services: Cooperative 
Purchasing (CESA 2); Common 
Core Standards (CESA 7); Commu-
nication and Public Relations Ser-
vices (CESA 6); Food Service and 
Nutrition Analysis (CESA 4); 
Quality Online Teaching (CESA 9); 
Wisconsin RtI Center/PBIS Network 
(CESA 5); Wisconsin Google Apps 
for Education, and the Effectiveness 
Project Professional Evaluation 
System (CESA 6).

“The range of services reflects the 
evolving role of CESAs in Wis-
consin,” said Harness. “Many of 
these services have been collabora-
tively developed in partnership with 
the Department of Public Instruction 
or aligned to DPI initiatives.”

Not all the services that a CESA 
provides are a part of the statewide 
network, explained Harness, and he 
emphasized that the primary contact 
for a school district continues to be 
its local CESA for both regional and 
statewide services. 

Some services are core to the 
services offered by every CESA, he 
explained. For example, a core func-
tion of every local CESA is to 
provide direct services to students, 
such as speech and language, ser-

vices to the hearing impaired, and 
indirect services to staff, such as 
professional development. 

In contrast, Harness explained, 
the CSN is geared toward providing 
services that are critical to develop, 
but would be inefficient for all 
CESAs to duplicate, in terms of time 
and human resources. 

“When one CESA has the exper-
tise and development capacity, we 
are trying to tap into that service 
and make it equally available 
through all CESAs for all school 
districts,” said Harness. n
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Supporting Students

t a time when efficiency and collaboration are key  
to any organization’s success, so too are these  

qualities essential to Wisconsin’s Cooperative Educational 
Service Agencies (CESAs). 

A Learn More
For more information, visit CSN’s 
website at cesawi.org. While there, 
check out the short video, “The 
Power of 12,” featuring CSN Admin-
istrator Jesse Harness. He dis-
cusses a number of topics including 
the services offered by the CSN. N
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