
 l ooking back at the 92nd State 
Education Convention, it’s 
difficult to give a complete 

synopsis of that week’s events. 
Sure, I could talk about the excel-

lent sessions I attended that addressed 
360 evaluations, strategic planning, 
and developing a successful co-curric-
ular environment, but there was so 
much more to the Convention than 
just sitting in a conference room and 
doing a “sit and get.” 

The last few years have not been 
the easiest for those of us advocating 
for public education, and I have felt 
like beating my head against the wall 
more than I care to reveal. However, 

going to the Convention reminded me 
that we are not alone on this journey. 
The time spent learning, laughing, and 
networking with fellow board 
members and administrators from all 
over our state is important as we all 
strive to become more effective educa-
tional leaders in our communities. 

I had several moments in Mil-
waukee when I looked across the 
room and felt inspired. One of those 
moments was listening to the Superin-
tendent of the Year recipient, JoAnn 
Sternke of Pewaukee. Her speech was 
one of the most interactive that I’ve 
ever heard.  When I woke up that 
morning, I never would have predicted 

having to hold hands with fellow 
attendees, but that’s what JoAnn 
asked us to do, and we did it. 

I, too, was stirred during Chester 
Elton’s moving and humorous keynote 
speech. I didn’t think I would ever 
holler out “Amen” and wave my 
hands in the air at the State Education 
Convention, but that’s what we did. 

Another highlight was the discus-
sion that I had with board members 
from a neighboring district who suc-
cessfully passed a referendum in 
November and are about to begin 
work on making improvements to 
their schools. Their excitement was 
evident and contagious. This discus-
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sion was one of many I had with 
board members and superintendents 
from across our state. 

I don’t want to make it sound like 
the Convention was all sunshine and 
roses. I will admit there were moments 
that were not the most uplifting. The 
panel discussion led by legislators who 
discussed the upcoming budget was 
frustrating. Their replies made it clear 
that we have more work to do in 
regards to the voucher program. I 
could get discouraged after hearing 
what our legislators had to say, but 
instead I choose to stick to my belief 
that big and small schools must work 
together in order to prevent the spread 
of the voucher program. 

This idea ties in nicely with the 
theme of the Convention, “Working 
Together to Cultivate Excellence.”  
As board members, we must attend 
events like the State Education Con-
vention to establish and nurture rela-
tionships with fellow board members 
and colleagues from across the state in 
addition to learning about issues that 
affect education. 

I encourage each and every one of 
you to attend the Convention even 
though budgets and schedules are tight 
and will continue to get tighter. This 
really is a fantastic growth opportunity 
for both new and seasoned board 

members. I am already anticipating 
next year’s convention and hope to see 
you in Milwaukee  in 2014. n

Mason is vice president of the  
Chippewa Falls Area Unified School Board.
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