
“It certainly is something that 
took a long and lengthy process,  
and (if there’s) anything I learned 
over the last year, even if you think 
you’re doing things for the best of 
intentions, for the right reasons, the 
process matters,” Walker told Con-
vention attendees. “And so in this 
case, the process was deliberative and 
collaborative, and I think one that’s 
brought about a very good product, 
and one in which we hope to repli-
cate in other cases in the future.”

In promoting the recommenda-
tions of the Read to Lead task force, 
Walker said 15 years ago Wisconsin 
“led the pack” in early reading 
success, but now is firmly in the 
middle of the 50 states. 

“Reading is the fundamental 
building block of education,” he 
said, reminding the audience that 
initially students are “learning to 
read, then reading to learn.”

In discussing the proposed uni-
versal screener for students entering 

kindergarten, the Governor said, 
“We think that is fundamentally 
important and we’ll put our money 
where our mouth is,” assuring 
school leaders this would not be an 
unfunded mandate and the state 
would pay the costs associated with 
the screener.

Walker praised the work of the 
collaborative task forces, such as the 
Educator Effectiveness task force 
maintaining that, “The legislation 
will be supported across party lines” 
because “everyone had a seat at the 

table” in fashioning the recommen-
dations. Work groups with represen-
tatives from the education 
community and broader public 
provided a series of recommenda-
tions for legislation in the areas of 
teacher effectiveness and school 
accountability. 

“People want information about 
their schools,” Walker said, and 
stressed the need to make “sure we 
have a transparent, objective assess-
ment system that is good for parents 
and employers.” n

Looking Ahead
Governor Walker pitches education reform proposals

ov. Scott Walker, 
facing a possible 
recall, outlined 

some of the new ideas he 
hopes to pursue in the next 
year.  gov. Walker empha-
sized that the new initiatives 
were vetted extensively 
through a collaborative 
process with State Superin-
tendent tony evers.
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“Reading is the fundamental building block of education.” 
— Gov. Walker

gov. Scott Walker shares some of his education initiatives  
during the general session at the 91st State education convention.
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