
Each Convention gets me fired up for the job we as school board 

members have to undertake to help all children succeed.

 In January, I will pack and travel to 
attend the WASB/WASDA/WASBO 
Joint State Education Convention in 

Milwaukee for the 22nd time. Some 
may ask in these tough budgetary 
times why I would need to attend the 
State Convention yet again. The 
simple answer is because I have 
always learned how to be a better 
board member and each Convention 
gets me fired up for the job we as 
school board members have to under-
take to help all children succeed. 

Every year, the sessions presented 
have touched on many areas of 
interest for my district. These sessions 
have helped me and my district under-
stand programs that our district had 
been considering putting in place. 
Pre-K kindergarten, block scheduling 
or modified block scheduling and 
better integration of technology in the 
classroom are just a few. The sessions 
throughout the years have always 
offered a varied selection to maximize 
the appeal to all convention attendees.

The Delegate Assembly, to me, is 
the most important event of the 
Convention. It is where every district 
in Wisconsin has a say in the direc-
tion the WASB takes on the discus-
sion of education policy in 
Wisconsin. I love to hear the debate 
at the Assembly and the many diverse 
opinions that are expressed by my 

fellow board members.
The exhibit hall is also a place that 

throughout the years has helped my 
district. Years ago we had a gym floor 
for more than 60 years that was rec-
ommended for replacement. However, 
at the exhibit hall that year my district 
administrator and I talked to a 
flooring company that offered to take 
a look at it. They were able to save the 
original floor and made it look like 
new. Our district still does business 
with this company and is always 
happy with their work. When our 
district started planning for a new 
middle school, we gathered architects’ 
information to help us decide on 
which ones we wanted to invite to bid.  

The General Sessions are where I 
get recharged and get the fire in my 
belly to be a better school board 
member. The sessions always start 
with a fantastic musical presentation 
by a Wisconsin school district. One 
year, after we had lost a referendum 
to build a performing arts addition to 
our high school, we sat as a board 
and listened to one of these perfor-
mances. Afterward, one board 
member said we have to get our 
referendum passed. We re-doubled 
our efforts and that very April we 
were successful. It is with great pride 
that I tell you that this year my dis-
trict, Badger High School, will 

present our Jazz Band on Wednes-
day’s General Session for a fantastic  
musical performance.

The General Session speakers over 
the years have been an inspiration to 
me. Gene Kranz, NASA mission 
control on Apollo 13 who’s statement 
that “failure is not an option” can be 
every school board’s motto. Lavar 
Burton, Leroy Butler, and Anton 
Apollo Ono’s description of their 
struggles early in life that they were 
able to overcome were touching. 
Daniel Pink and Margaret Wheatley’s 
presentations were thought provoking. 
One presentation I shall never forget 
was given by FDNY Chief Richard 
Picciotto, who is one of the few survi-
vors from the Twin Towers collapse 
on 9/11. When he shook the speaker’s 
podium to imitate the Towers col-
lapse, it echoed though that silent 
ballroom as well as my soul. 

If you as a board member believe in 
professional development for your 
teaching staff, then you should also 
believe in professional development 
for board members. The Joint Educa-
tion Convention will make you a 
better and more effective board 
member. I hope to see you all there. n
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