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December 21, 2016

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction
Tony Evers, State Superintendent

125 8. Webster Street

Madison, WI 53703

Dear Tony:

The Northland Pines Scheol District is requesting to start the 2017-18 school year prior to
September 1%, As indicated in Wis, Stat. 118.045, Commencement of School Term, a school
board may commence the school term before September 1* in any school year if the school
board requests the Department to allow it to commence the school term before September 1 and
the school board includes reasons with it request. Furthetmore, it goes on to state the
Department may grant the request only if it determines thete are extraordinary ressons for

granting it.

The Northland Pines School District is Tequesting to start the 2017-18 school year on Monday,
August 28, 2017. 1 strongly believe our reasons that we have enclosed are considered

extraordinary reasons for the Northland Pines School District,

In addition, enclosed is a school board approved Resolution requesting the start date of August
28,2017. This Resolution was approved unanimously 6-0 by the Northland Pines School Board

members on Monday, December 19, 2016.

I encourage you to approve this request as each school district in the state of Wisconsin has ils
own set of extraordinary circumstances. You must realize that one size does not fit all and every
district is wnique and has its own set of circumstances. It would be in the best interest of our
students, educational system and community if the Northland Pines School District was allowed

to begin the new schoo! year on August 28, 2017,
Sincerely,

Dr, Michael Richie
District Adminisirator

Cc:  Northland Pines Board of Education
Northland Pines administration

Nonhland Pincs Scheol Distelet Is dedicated 1o empowering all individuals to reach thelr potential,



School Board Resolution on School Start Date Change

WHEREAS the State of Wisconsin by state statute has indicated that public school districts in
the State of Wisconsin cannot start school before September 1 pursuant to Wis. Stat. sec.

118.045 Commencement of school term; and

WHEREAS the school board may commence a school term prior to September 1% if it submits a
written request to the Department of Public Instruction asking for an eanlier start date listing the

extraordinary reasons for the earlier start date request; and

WHEREAS local control over the start date would allow for additional days of instruction for
students prior to state and local assessments, and preparation for the ACT and Advanced

Placement; and

WHEREAS local contro) over the start date will allow Northland Pines School District to align
ita schaol calendar with post-secondary institutions to better meet the needs of our students; and

WHEREAS local control over the start date will allow Northland Pines School District staff to
participate in professional development college coursework for license renewal as K12 schedules

become more aligned with post-secondary schedules; and

WHEREAS local control over the start date will allow the Northland Pines School District to
adjust its calendar to allow for non-instructional days the week of deer hunting/Thanksgiving in
order to address student safety of children not being out at bus stops during the rifle/gun season
during legal shooting hours and in addition to address, to prevent the extremely high student
absentee rate during this week of school due to the culture of the hunting season in the
northwoods being a strong family tradition, and to prevent ending the school year in the 3™ week

of June; and

WHEREAS local control over the start date will allow the Northland Pines School District to
better aliga its school calendar with the co-curricular schedule for students that begins in early

August; ahd

WHEREAS tourism has changed to where most tourists leave Wisconsin because regionally in
other states public schools start in early to mid-August; and

WHEREAS charter and voucher school districts have the flexibility to start prior to September
1¥ and still receive public funding from the State of Wisconsin.

WHEREAS the State Superintendent is recommending in his 2017-19 Biennial Budget to allow
the Milwaukee Public School District to be provided an exception to this provision in the state
law to allow the district to maximize learning opportunities; therefore, this opportunity should
be granted for all school districts in the State of Wisconsin.



BE IT RESOLVED that the Norfiland Pinss Schasl isirict i3 officinlly reguesting
approval io commenes the school term for the 2017-18 school year on Angust 28, 2017, and

establish Jocal conirol in determining the school calendar,

BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER ihat ihe Norihland Pines School District will be better able o
educaie its school childven because of this flexibility as gueaier ouicomes are aniicipaied
academically as well as preventing abseniesism and for the safety of studenis. :

BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER that on December 19, 2016, the Norithland Pines Scheol Disirici
Ppassed this Resolution in order {0 establish local control for the school calendar by a [s= () voie.

Dated this 19" day of Decembez, 2016.
1

¢ /j(. el o q.

quly!McCoi"mEc%é, Board President
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Jifa Mulleady, Board ?éﬂ:
//azﬁ}/& f/ ../.".7%#_

D, Michael Richie, District Adminisirator
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Resolution 17-03: Commencement of the School Term

Create: The WASB supports legislation to allow PreK-8 school districts to begin their school
term before September 1.

Rationale: School districts have supported, without success, attempts to repeal the school start date
mandate law (s. 118.045, Stats.) since that law was enacted in 1999. Over the years, one argument
that the tourism industry has used to justify its support for the current mandate law is that starting
school prior to September 1 deprives that industry of seasonal workers needed to meet demand.
However, students in PreK-8 districts are not typically part of the teenage workforce that is employed
in the summer tourism industry. As a result, the impact of making this change on tourism and the
tourism workforce would be small, given the small number of PreK-8 districts (46) in the state.

An existing WASB resolution—Resolution 1.22 Authority to Establish the School Calendar—calls for
repealing the existing start date statute. This proposed resolution would amend the existing statute to

create a limited exception without affecting existing Resolution 1.22. e




The Northland Pines School District supports Resolution
17-03 Commencement of the School Term that would
allow PreK8 school districts to begin the school year prior
to September 1¥. We agree with the argument that PreK
through 8" grade students are not part of the teenage
workforce and by allowing PreK through 8" grade
districts to start the school year earlier, it will not have a
negative impact on the tourism workforce in Wisconsin.

The Northland Pines School District would also like to go
on record encouraging a total repeal of the School Start
Date Law. All school districts’ Boards’ of Education
should be able to have local control and the ability to
make the decision on when to start the school year based
on what’s best for their community and school district.

A total repeal of the current School Start Date law would
not only be good for the Milwaukee public school district
as indicated by State Superintendent Tony Evers; and
PreK8 school districts as indicated by Resolution 17-03,
but more importantly a complete repeal of the School
Start Date law would benefit ALL students and school
districts in the state of Wisconsin. WASB needs to
support and work diligently for all school boards to obtain
local control when it comes to the start date of the school

year.



WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC §
INSTRUCTION Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent

January 5, 2017

Dr. Michael Richie

District Administrator
Northland Pines School District
1800 Pleasure Island Road
Eagle River, WI 54521

Dear Dr. Richie:

This is in response to your recent correspondence which seeks exemption from the school start date law to
allow the 2017-18 school year to commence before September 1 for thét@liﬁ!gg;@@m@gﬁi@S_ch‘o_ol]
District. Wis. Stat, sec. 118.045 Commencement of School Term prohibits school boards from
commencing the school term until September 1.

Rules issued by the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to implement this statute are found in Chapter

PI27 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code. The department’s approval authority is limited under section
P127.03(5) to''extraordinary réasons; as defined under the administrative code.[Five'spesifio —
“oxtr reasons” are identified in ministrative code fo request to starttie school |

or'1} (http://docs legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pi/27).
date

ducational nt;)
0 have many, p hat would ‘entiance the’school year for your)
tudents terested in supporting innovative solutions to improve student leaming/and )
g[ﬁéﬁé_‘eni‘( es for/students} however, the circumstances under which the request is made
o not fall within the “extraordinary reasons™ as defined in the administrative code. On this basis, we do
not have the authority to approve this waiver request. We have had other waiver requests of this nature

and were not able to approve them. In order to approve these requests, a change in state law would be
necessary.

| your;
studen

Thank you for providing an excellent education for the students in the Northland Pines School District.
We wish you well for your 2016-17 school year.

Sincerely, ' /
%Eéﬂ. F 4(/

Rebecca Vail, Diréetor
Content and Learning Team

RIV:bk

¢ Mike Thompson, Deputy State Superintendent
Holly McCormack, School Board President

PO Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841 B 125 South Webster Street, Madison, Wl 53703
(608) 266-3390 B (800) 441-4563 toll free B dpi.wi.gov



o DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION P 27.03
Chapter PI 27
COMMENCEMENT OF SCHOOL TERM
PI27.01 Applicability and purpose, P127.03 Commencemment of school term,
PI27.02 P127.04 Reporting requirsments,

Definitions.

Note: Chapter PI 27 was credted as an emergency ule effective March l?:\. 2002

. P127.01 Applicability and purpose. This chapter estab-
lishes pracedures for school boards to use in requesting that a
school term commence pror to September 1 as provided for under

- 118,045, Stats, This chapter also establishes criteria used in
determining whether an extraordinary reason exists for granting
such a request. ’

History: CR 01-130: cr. Register April 2002 No, 556, eff, 5-1-02,

P127.02 Definitions. In this chapter: &

(1) “Department” means the Wisconsin department of public
instruction, '

(2) “Porces of nature” means an event that is outside the con-
trol of the school board and could not be avoided by exercise of
due care,

(2m? “International baccalavreate program” means a pre—
university course of study authorized by a high school’s registra-
tion with the international baccalaureate organization, a non-
profit educational organization founded in 1968 and operating out
of Geneva, Switzerland, that includes a standardized curriculumd
and a mandatory standardized examination schedule, as tequired
by that sponsoring organization,

N ga) “‘School board” has the meaning defined in s, 115.001 (7),
ats.

{4) “School term” means the time commencing with the first
school day and ending with the last school day that the schools of
a school distiict are in operation for attendance of puplls in a
school year, other than for the operation of summer classes.

History: CR 01-130: cr. Reglster April 2002 No. 556, eff, 5~1-02; CR 03~112;
cr.(!m)lzeglnerJulyMNNESBB, T eon e '

P127.03 Commencement of school term. (1) Except
as specified under subs. (2) and (3), beginning in the 2002-2003
school year, no public school may commence a school term until
September 1.

(2) The provisions in this chapter do not prohibit a school
board from doing any of the following;

(a) Holding athletic contests or practices before September 1,
(b) Scheduling in-service days or work days before September

(c) Offering specialized programming for pupils before. Sep-
tember 1. Specialized programming allows pupils to engage in
specific activities such as gifted and talented classes, remedial
edu?ation, migrant programs, or the youth option program. In
addition, new learning strategles to address a school in need of
Improvement under s, 115,38 (4), Stats., may be considered spe-
cialized programming. While this provision allows certaln activi-
ties for targeted groups of pupils to begin before September 1, it
does not allow the school board to officially begin its school term
before September 1.

(d) Holding school year-round, .

(3) (a) A school board may commence a school term prior to
September 1, 2002, if it submits a written request to the depart-
ment under sub, (4) asking for an earlier school start date, and such
request is granted by the department. The request shall be sub-

mitted at the earliest possible time prior to the beginning of the
school term.

(b) 1. A school board may commence a schiool term prior to
September 1 in subsequent years if it submits a written request to
the department under sub. (4) asking for an earlier school start
date, and such request is granted by the depariment, The request
shall be submitted annually by January 1 prior to the beginning of
the school term. '

2. If an extraordinary event occurs after the January 1 dead-
line, the school board shall submit the written request under this
paragraph at the earliest possible time prior to the beginning of the
school term.

(4) The request under sub. (3) shall be adopted as a written res-
olution by the school board at a school board meeting that com-
plies with the open meetings law under ss. 19,83 and 19.84, Stats,

. The request and resolution shall include all of the following:

(a) The reasons and any other relevant facts relating to the
request for an earlier school start date,

(b) When an extraordinary event took place or a chronology

I
bo altered and necessitate an earller start date for the entire district
(0) Closure of school due to forces of nature, code violations,
r environmental orders, ; ‘;
(d) Excesslva costs associated with the transportation of pupils
who attend private schaols that start prior to September-1. If an
‘carlier start date 15 requested 'under this paragraph, the school
(board shall proyide sufficient documentation to establish that it
.has made a good faith effort to work with the private school to
‘coordinate a school start date on or after September 1. |
| (o) Participation by, a high school in the intemational baccalau
reate program with more than 75% of the 11 and 12" grade
puplis enrolled in the high school also being errolled in one or
more of tha courses that are offered under the intemational bacca-
. laureate program, if all of the following conditions are met: |
| 1. The pupils in the school district are given the optlon of
enrolling in another high school In the school district that is not
s;ubjecl to a request for an early start date, s |
| 2, The request applies only to the high school that s partici:
patng in the intemational baccalaureate program and not to any

ofher elementary, middle, junior high, or high schools operated by |

the school district,

(6) (2) The department shall make its determination in writing
as lo whether an extraordinary reason exists and shall notify the
school board of its determination, The determination shall be

Register July 2004 No. 583

®) Major construction projects that cause the school  term to )

]



EAGLE RIVER

UP NORTH-DOWN TO EARTH™

December 20, 2016
Dear State Legislators, School Boards and School Administrators,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Eagle River Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitors
Center, I would like to share our support for lot::al control of the school start date and that each
school board in the State of Wisconsin should have the power to choose what date is best for
their disttict/community to start the school yeat: each year. '

The Board of Direotors of the Eagle River Atea Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Center
voted unanimously in an 8 to 0 vote to support local control of the school start date.

Sincerely,

Ay I

Kimberly L. Emerson

Executive Director

EAGLYE RIVER AREA CHAMBER DF COHMERCE AND VISITORS CENTER
201 N, RAILROAD ST. * PO BOX 1917 * EAGLE RIVER, WI 84821
800-388-8318 * (7I8) 478-6400 * FAX: (7I8) 478-1950
WWW, EAGLERIVER.ORG * INFOREAGLERIVER.ORG



LS THREELAKE
I
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i More lakes * More trails « More fun
Threo Lakes Area Ghambar of Gommerce & Welcome Center, Inc.
1704 Superlor Streel, P.O. Box 268, Three Lakes, Wisconsin 54562

715-546-3344 + 800-972-6103
web: www threelakes.com + email: vacation@threealakes.com

January 3, 2017
Dear State Legislators, Schoal Board and School Administrators,

On the behalf of the Three Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and
Information Bureau, we would Jike to express our support for local control ol the sehool
start date. In addition, that cach School Board in the state of Wisconsin should have the
power to choose what date is best for their particular district/community to start the
schaol year each year,

Bespeeily

Skip Bnmsxﬁck

Executive Director




Tomahawk Regional Chamber of Commerce
208 North 4th Street, Post Office Box 41 2, Tomahawk WI 54487

www.gototomahawk.com

Life the way it's Meant to he,

December 21, 2016

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Tomahawk Regional Chamber of Commerce we pledge our support
for local control of the school calendars to be created at the discretion of our local school board.

We support the schools right to choose in the State of Wisconsin the date the works best for each district to

begin their school year.

pie-

Jesica Witte

Executive Director

Phone: 715-453-5334 e-mail: chambert@gototomahawk.com Fax: 715-453-1178



WISCONSIN'S
CRANBERRY COUNTRE’

January 5, 2017

I'am writing on behalf of the Greater Tomah Area Chamber of Commerce and the Tomah Canvention
and Visitor's Bureau to support our local school district. As we know, Wisconsin is a very diverse state,
What works for one community, does not necessarily work for another. We see this in tourism,
agriculture and economic development. Because of our unique and diverse business and economic
climate, schools should be able to control their yearly calendars at the local level. This will better help
support businesses and the residents of our communities,

I thank you for your assistance in helping to grow Wisconsin’s tourlsm and economy through embracing
each communitie's unique needs.

Sincerely,

Tina M. Thompson

President/CEO
Greater Tomah Area Chamber of Commerce
Tomah Convention and Visitor's Bureau



& Merrill « Chamber

705 North Center Avenue * Merrill, W| 54452 » 715-536-9474 * Fax 715-539-2043 * Toll Free 877-907-2757 » www.merrllichamber,or|

fficers

Charman 2017
Randy Wixson
Lighthouse Storage

Chaitman Flect 2017
Shelly Mondeik
NorthCentral Teehnieal Collepe
Vice Char
leff Schneider
Seira Pacafic
Finance Officer
Bushor

tuicle Furture
Immediate Past Chairman
Clark Dict:
CLO & Corporate Sceretary
Debbe Kirsey

Board Members

Daven Bishop

Counail Graunds State Part
Barb Haffemann
farty Heyne

Church Fotual Insurance

Dennis Krueger

Lincolo Woud Products

Zach Kubic

Savionill Brey

Brian Richards
Riclvard tAamier CPA

Kurt Rust

tireoln Communmity Bank

Tim Schreiber
Toto News £ Merill Courier

Ex-Officio’s

Mavyor William Bialecki
City of Merrill

Dave Johnsan
City of Merrill Administrator

January 3, 2017

Dear State Legislators:

On behalf of the Merrill Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, | would like to share our
support for the Merrill Area School District and the Merrill School Board in making local decisions

regarding the local school calendars.

We support the schools right to choase in the State of Wisconsin the date that works best for each
district to begin their school year as long as they are fulfilling the total number of school days set
forth by the state legislature,

Iurge you to allow localized control by each school district for their future calendar decisions.

Sincerely,

Debbe Kinsey
Chief Executive Officer

Mcmbcrs...working Eogcthersince 191
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ATHENS AREA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
ATHENS, WISCONSIN

“Working Together For a Better Community”
(715)257-7531 or (715)257-7173

S R e T AT, VP, ™ e R B O™

RIS SR TSR, MR F

January 4, 2017

On behalf of the board 6f directors of the Athens Area Development Corporation we pledge
our support for local control of the school calendar start date to be in the control of the

local school boards . Local school boards know what's best for their particular school system

and community,

L Tt

Randy Decker

President

On Wisconsin 11!



Rice Lake

Area Chamber of Commerce

i

January 12, 2017

Re: Letter of Support

The Rice Lake Area Chamber of Commerce is a private, voluntary, not-for-profit membership
organization of businesses and professional persons dedicated to improving the economic and
community environment of the Rice Lake area and fostering the development of quality business

growth and prosperity.

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Rice Lake Chamber of Commerce, | would like to share
our support for local control of the school start date. Our Board of Directors believes that'each
school board in the state of Wisconsin should have the power to choose what date is best for their

district/community to start school each year.

The Board of Directors of the Rice Lake Chamber of Gommerce voted unanimously to support
local control of the school start date.

In attendance: Chris Fitzgerald, Chris Olsen, Mark O'Brien, Kathy Kadlec, Jackie Molden, Mike
Britton, Megan Bachman, Phil Fader.

Sincerely,

Ariir L)

Karen Heram
Executive Director, Rice Lake Chamber of Commerce

37 5. Main St. e Rice Lake, WI 54868 © 1-715-234-2126 © 1-877-234-2126 o www.ricelakechamber.org
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Hurley Area Chamber of Commerce
316 Silver Street

Hurley, W154534

715-561-4334

www.hurlevwi.com

January 6, 2017

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Hurley Area Chamber of Commerce we pledge our support for
lacal control of the school calendars to be created at the discretion of our local school board.

We support the schools right to choose in the State of Wisconsin the date that works best for each
district to begln thelr school year,

\'

@ Franzol, Diréctor
Hurley Area Chamber of Commerce



’:.“‘3"- ' CITY OF INDEPENDENCE

23688 ADAMS STREET < PO. BOX 189

D lensis 15 INDEPENDENCE, W 54747
HHHHH ﬁ TEL. 715-985-3055 * FAX 715-985-2530
HAHEH
January 9, 2017

Dear State Legislators, School Boards and School Administration,

On behalf of the City of Independence, | would like to express our support for local control of the school
calendar; including school start date.

We support that every school board in the State of Wisconsin be granted the power to choose the
school start date that works best for their district and community needs,

Sincerely,

Mayor Robert Baecker
City of Independence, W



Husiness Assaciation

January 16, 2017

Dear State Legislators:

On behalf of the Marathon Area Business Association Board of Directors, we would like to share
our support for the Marathon School District and the Marathon School Board in making local
decisions regarding the local school calendars.

We believe each school board in the State of Wisconsin should have the right to choose the
date that works best for their district to begin their school year, as long as they are fulfilling the
total number of school days/minutes set forth by the state legislature.

We urge you to allow localized control by each school district for their future calendar
decisions.

Sincerely
Keith Paul, Ryan Kreager Brian Gumtz
President VP/Secretary Treasurer

MARATHON AREA BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 43, MARATHON, WI 54448



Baldwin-Woodville Area School District

Educating our Future Leaders

January 24, 2017

Dear State Legislators,

On behalf of the School Board of the Baldwin-Woodville Area School District
we would like to pledge our support for local control of the school start date.
We believe that each school board in the State of Wisconsin should have the
power to choose the date that is best for their community, students and

families.

The Baldwin-Woodville Area School District Board voted uhanimously inadto
0 vote on January 16, 2017 to support local control of the school start date.

Sincerely, M

Jeff Campbell
School Board President

Superintendent's Office BW High School

550 Highway 12 1000 13t Avenue
Baldwin, W1 54002 Baldwin, WI 54002
Phore: (715) 684-3411 Phone:{715) 684-3321

Fax: (715) 684-3168 Fax: (715) 684-5160

Viking Middle Schoat
500 Southside Drive
Woodville, Wl 54028

Phone: (718) 688-2456
Fax: {715) 698-3315

Greenfield Elementary
1160 14" Avenue
Baldwin, Wi 53002

Phane: (715) 684-3334
Fax: {7T15) 684-5109



BALDWIN-WOODVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & VISITORS BUREAU

PO Box 142, Baldwin, Wi 54002
715.688.2221

January 16, 2017

Dear State Legislators,

On behalf of the Baldwin-Woodville Chamber of Commerce we pledge our support to the Baldwin-Woodville
Area School District’s Board of Education and thelr control to create a school calendar. We believe that each
school board in the State of Wisconsin should have the power to choose the date that is best for their

community.

Sincerely,
-~
’ WW
Ryma Lin :
Chamber President

Baldwin-Woodville Area Chamber of Commerce



PRESCO/H?/‘

437 Broad Street Narth Area Chamber of Commerce 715-262-3284

Prescott, WI 54021-1703 FAX 715-262-5943
www.prescottwi.com email:info@prescottwi.com

January 18,2017

Dear State Legislators and School Administrators,

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Prescott Area Chamber of Commerce, I would like to
pledge our support for control of the school calendars, which includes the school year start date,
being placed in the discretion our local school board. Our Board of Directors voted unanimously
to support this pledge as we trust that our local school board and leaders are best suited to know
and honor the local traditions and culture of our community. Furthermore, the local school board
is present in the community and can best assess the wishes of its constituents.

Sincerely,

e —

Philip A. Helgeson
President

“Gatewav to the Wisconsin Great River Road. where the Misaiscinni and St Croiv Rivere meat #



January 30, 2017

School Calendar DPI Waiver Rationale

Wisconsin is one of the few states which has a law that established a school start date. Wisconsin
Act 16 eliminated the provision which allowed school districts to commence its school term
before September | in any year that it held a public hearing and adopted a resolution to do so.
Act 16 allows a school district to commence its school term before September 1 if the school
board makes a request (including the reason) to the Department of Public Instruction (DPI). The
department may only grant a request if it determines that that are extraordinary reasons for
granting it. DPI was also required to develop administrative rules to implement and administer
this provision.

The Northland Pines School District has developed three calendars for the 2017-18 school year.
One calendar follows the current law with the official start date scheduled for September 5th.
September 1 falls on a Friday in 2017 and the administration determined it was not a good idea
to start school on a Friday of Labor weekend; therefore, the first day of school would be
Tuesday, September 5. The second calendar developed would require an approved waiver from
DPI and school would start for students on August 21, 2017. The third calendar also would
require a waiver and school would start for students on August 28, 2017.

The current law is not what is best for students and education. I have outlined below
rationale and extraordinary reasons why the legislature needs to address this issue and change
our current school start date law to allow all school districts in Wisconsin to start a school year
determined by their locally elected School Board.

The Northland Pines School District Board of Education is officially requesting a waiver from
DPT to start school on August 28, 2017 for the following sixteen Extraordinary Reasons.

1. 7-12 Grade Structure Transition:

Beginning with the 2017-18 school year we are changing our grade structure by moving
our 7th and 8th grade students from our middle school into our high school building to
create a 7-12 grade structure. We would like the first day of school in the 7-12 building to
only be grades 7, 8 and 9 for a transitional and mentoring day. If we don’t start school
until September 5th that means our 10th, 11th and 12th grade students would not start the
school year until Wednesday, September 6th. By providing the waiver, our 10th, 11th and
12th grade students would be able to start school on August 29",

2. Increase of 6 days of Instruction for students prior to participating in any Advanced
Placement or ACT testing:
By starting school on Monday, August 28, our students taking AP tests, and ACT tests
would have 6 more instructional days to prepare, study and receive classroom instruction
prior to taking those tests (compared to if school starts September 1* under current law).

3. Increase of 5 or 6 days of Imstruction for students prior to participating in
any mandated testing:
By starting school on Monday, August 28, our students taking state mandated tests would
have 5 or 6 more instructional days to prepare, study and receive classroom instruction
prior to taking those tests/assessments (compared to if school starts September 1*' under
current law),



January 30, 2017

4. Student Motivation Level:
By starting school on Monday, August 28, students are ready to return to school and they
would then finish the year on June 1% rather than June 6th. Students will be more engaged
starting in August and ending in the beginning of June versus starting in September and
ending on June 6th. It is very difficult for students to focus on school work and the school
day once we hit the month of June; the later into June school goes (factoring in our snow
days) it gets even more difficult for students to focus on school.

5. Post-Secondary Technical College Schedule Alignment:

We are trying to encourage students to participate in youth options, course options and
dual credit classes through Nicolet Technical College; therefore, our calendar needs to be
more in line with the Nicolet College calendar. Nicolet College will start classes on
August 28, 2017. In fact, 14 of the 16 technical colleges in Wisconsin start their fall term
prior to September 1%. If we have a student athlete take a youth options class at Nicolet
College with the way our current school calendar is set up, they will start their college
classes at least a week before our school district classes begin and they may miss
practices, as they will be attending their youth option class. This is because many high
school athletic practices are held during the day in the summer before school starts; once
the school year starts practices are held after school. If our calendars were aligned,
students could attend their Nicolet College classes during the day and then go to their
high school practice after school.

Many teachers also take college courses for professional development; many of these
classes begin the first week of June. Most school districts are still in session the first
week of June, thus eliminating the chance for many teachers to take advantage of
professional development and/or license renewal credits.

6. Co-curricular Schedule:
The co-curricular schedule makes it impossible for families to take vacations in August.

Following is the beginning of our 2017-18 co-curricular schedule (prior to September 1):

First Day | Game/Contests Games/Contests Games/Contests
of Before September | Before Before

Practice | 5th August 28th August 21st
Cross August 14 2 1 0
Country
Soccer August 14 6 4 0
Volleyball | August 14 3 3 0
Football August | 3IVar& 3 IV 2Var & 21V FVar& 1 IV

7. Illinois schools start in mid-August:

Many of the tourists that visit the Eagle River area where the Northland Pines School
District is located are from Illinois. The vast majority of public schools in the state of
[llinois start in mid-August and are done in late May, so the tourist argument to start
school after September [st is not a valid point.
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Students can take full time summer jobs beginning May 26th:

If we were to start the school year on August 28", students that work in the summer
could begin full time employment on June 1%, giving them an extra week of work before
they start college. In addition, by ending the school year earlier, students would have
more options to find employment and those who wanted to work two or more different
jobs in the summer would have that option available and more choices to review for job
opportunities.

Deer Season Absentee Rate:

Each school district has its unique circumstances when it comes to the school calendar
and events that influence those decisions. In our district, and in many others across the
state, one of those events happens to be deer season. We really have two options
regarding our school calendar and deer season.

» Have school on Monday and Tuesday of that week and take Wednesday,
Thursday (Thanksgiving Day) and Friday off. If we choose this option, we will
have two to three hundred students absent from school and this is due to our
area’s culture and tradition of family deer hunting. This makes it very difficult for
our teachers to deliver instruction with so many students absent.

» Our second option is to take the entire week off. We have utilized both options in
the past, pending what day of the week that September 1 falls on (and what day in
September we start school). Taking that entire week off is the best option for the
Northland Pines School District. Since September 1 falls on the Friday of Labor
Day weekend for the 2017-18 school year, we are forced to start school on
Tuesday, September 5; therefore, we will only take Monday and Tuesday off
during the week of deer season and we know we will have between 200 and 300
students absent. This is bad for our students and bad for our teachers in
delivering instruction! This start date law is bad for education and does not take
into account local control!

Local Control:

The example above in #9 is just one example of why local control is so important. Each
school district in the state of Wisconsin needs the authority to start the school year on the
date which best suits that school district and community. This is done in most states.
Locally elected school board members need to determine when their school year should
start and end...not our legislators in Madison! Whether a school district wants to start
the school year in August, September 1 or after Labor Day that should be a local
decision. We need to do what is best for education, our students and our communities.
That is local control.

Charter and Voucher Schools:
Currently, independent charter schools and private voucher schools receive over three
hundred million dollars of taxpayer money and can start school prior to September 1st.
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State Superintendent 2017-18 and 2018-19 Biennial Budget Proposal:

The following paragraph is taken word for word from page 7 from State Superintendent
Tony Evers Biennial Budget Proposal...The Department requests a change to current law
under 5. 118.045, Wis. Stats., which prohibits school districts from commencing the
school term prior to September 1. The Department requests that MPS be provided an
exception fo this provision in state law, to allow the district to maximize learning
opportunities.

Our State Superintendent and the Department of Public Instruction recognizes that
starting school prior to September 1st is good for students and good for learning.

The Northland Pines School District’s view is that all school districts in the state of
Wisconsin should have the same learning opportunities.

Agricultural Regions of the state:

In the regions of the state where agriculture is a vital industry, if each school board had
local control to establish a calendar by starting school mid-August and ending late May,
this would allow family run farms and/or farms who employ students, to have more help
available during the busy spring planting and fieldwork season.

Wisconsin Dells workforce:

The majority of the workforce in the Dells and other similar tourist areas is from eastern
Europe. The workforce in the Dells returns to their native country at the conclusion of
the tourist season. Not many local students are employed by the amusement parks in the
Dells area anymore once they begin their high school sports/activity schedule in early
August; thus, the tourism argument should not be used as an excuse to prevent the start of
school in Wisconsin.

Inclement Weather/School Delays/Cancellations:

Starting school on September 1 or after in Wisconsin may cause us to go to school even
later into June due to inclement weather. The delays and adverse weather/road conditions
and the amount of time rural schools have to devote to 2 hour delays and closings has a
big impact on the school calendar, particularly related to rural schools where busses must
travel down many miles of back roads for our students (in our case the Northland Pines
School District is 487 square miles). If we were allowed to start in August, even
considering snow days, the school year would still end in late May or early June.

June tourism:

If the majority of the school districts in the state of Wisconsin started school any time
after August 20", the school year would end at the end of May or very first part of June
therefore allowing more families to take vacations the first part of June as soon as the
school year ends and this may help tourism in the carly summer months and have a
positive impact on businesses as students will not have conflicts with sports or activities
in June versus August.
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Following is my testimony which I delivered before the Senate at the Capitol on April 2, 2009

Testimony on Repeal of September 1+ Start Date Law
SENATE BILL 109

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to speak regarding Senate Bill 109. My name is
Mike Richie, District Administrator for the Northland Pines School District. 1 would like to g0
on record as does the Northland Pines School Board to repeal the September 1+ Start Date law.
The Northland Pines School District is located in the Eagle River area in northern Wisconsin,
Vilas County, and is considered a high tourist area.

Vilas County is the home of the World’s largest inland chain of 28 lakes and has the world’s
highest concentration of inland freshwater lakes, including over 1,300 lakes and 73 rivers and
streams, great for fishing and leisure activities. There are over 500,000 acres of public forest
lands open for hiking, biking, hunting, scenic driving or wildlife watching adventure. Eagle
River is also billed as the Snowmobile Capital of the World.

I would like to emphasize the following points as our rationale for repealing the start date law:

« I, along with my school board, strongly believe school districts should have the authority
and local control as to setting their school calendars. We believe that every district is
unique and although it may work better for some districts to start on or after September
I+, it may work better for some districts to start before September 1+. Again, the school
board would like to emphasize local control for this decision.

o The intent of this law was good when it was implemented seven years ago with the
thought that it would boost our economy, specifically with tourism dollars in late August,
if’ all schools were forced to start on September 1+ or after. Four of my seven board
members own businesses related to the tourism industry; they along with the other three
board members are strongly in favor of repealing this law. The four board members
specifically involved in the tourism industry include an owner of a real estate company,
the owner of a lakefront property resort, the owner of a sport marine which specifically
deals with the selling and renting of boats, wave runners and snowmobiles, and the owner
of a specialty meat shop. The consensus of these individuals since the beginning of the
September 1- start date law is that they have lost revenues during the first two weeks of
June because most Wisconsin schools are still in session the first two weeks of
June. They have not seen any change or increase in revenues or tourists coming to our
area in late August since the September 1+ start date was enacted. This law has actually
hurt specific tourism businesses in Vilas County because of a decline of tourists in early
June as children are still in school.

» Owners of lakefront properties report that our lakes are more attractive in early June
versus late August because the water levels are normally higher and they look better as
compared to late August when the weeds and algae set in to many of our lakes.

+ By the second week of August, all high school activities in Wisconsin have started. This
includes but is not limited to football, soccer, cross country, golf, band, as well as other
activities. Due to these student activities, familics are not taking family vacations after
the second week in August. The WIAA has not adjusted any of their sports schedules to
accommodate the September 1+ start date. This has made it very difficult on many
families across the state. Due to the fact that we can’t start school until September 1+, we
have two football games before we even start school.
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» Looking back at the last seven years, we have normally had our last day of school at the
end of the second week in June; however, as we incur snow days the possibility exists to
push the school year into the third week of June.

» Looking at what is best for students educationally, they are much more motivated and
eager to learn in the middle to the end of August versus the beginning and middle of
June. The instructional days in the month of June are not good for students academically
and it is very difficult for the teachers to hold students’ attention span. I believe that
education and learning suffer drastically with this law because we are forced to attempt to
educate our students well into June.

* Another issuc with the September 1+ start date is due to late ending of school it causes
many conflicts including but not limited to summer student college visits, youth camps,
jobs for students, and teachers trying to take continuing education courses.

In closing, I would like to emphasize again that the Northland Pines School District Board of
Education and District Administrator unanimously support the repealing of the September 1
start date law and we would like to see local control on the School Calendar. Please remember
this is coming from a school district that is in an area considered to be a major tourism
destination. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to testify in front of you today.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

Sunday, May 20, 2018 at 1:00 p.m.

High School Ficld House
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Q1

Which school calendar option should we 350 responses
implement for the 2017-18 school year?
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Answ er Choices Responses
Proposal #1September 5th First day of school for students October 6th In-service no | 39.19%
schaolNovember 10th Parent teacher conferences no schoolNovembar 22nd-24th 126
Thanksgiving break no SchoolDece mber 25th-20th Christmas break no schoolJanuary

1st New Year's Day no schoolJanuvary 2nd School Resumes February 9th In-service no

schoolMarch 26th-30th Spring break no schoolMay 28th Memorial Day no schoolJune

3rd High School GraduationJune 6th Last day of school for students

Proposal #2:August 28th First day of school for studentsSeptember 4th Labor Day no . 60.81%
schoolSeptember 5th School ResumesOctober 6th In-service no schoolNovember 3rd n
Parent teacher conferences no schoolNovember 20th-24th Thanksgiving break no

SchoolDecember 25th-29th Christmas break no schoolJanuary 1st New Year's Day no

schoollanuary 2nd Schaol ResumesFe bruary Sth In-service no schoolMarch 26th-30th

Spring break no schoolMay 20th High School GraduationM ay 28th Memorial Day no

schoollune 1st Last day of school for students and staff
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If the Northland Pines School District could 83 responses
start school legally in August vs. September
1st (current state law), would you support 20 days (1/3/2017 - now)
starting the school year for the 2017-18
school year on Monday, August 28, 2017, 1 view

and ending the school year on Friday, June
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weekend BEFORE Memorial Day Weekend.
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Yes 42.50% 34
No 57.50% 24
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Q3
Do you think the current start date law
(mandating that school must start on or
after September 1st) positively impacts
tourism in the Eagle River Area?
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The third weekend in August through Labor Day weekend 63.01% 4
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Q5

If the Northland Pines School District has
school from August 28, 2017, through June
1, 2018, rather than September 1, 2017 (by

current law which is the Friday prior to
Labor Day Weekend) through June 6, 2018,
what statement most accurately describes
the impact this will have on your business?
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It will have a
negative imp...

It will have
no impact,...
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Answ er Choices Responses
It may actually help my business if school started on August 2Bth and the school year 17.07%
ended on June 1 14
It will have a negative impact on my business if school started on August 28th and the LM%
school year ended on June 1 28
It will have no impact, positive or negative, and it really does not matler if s chool starts i 51.22%
in Augustor September 1st or the school year ends on June 1 or June 6. 42
92
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Please add any additional comments that
you would like to share regarding the
school calendar and the September 1st start
date law.
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Which school calendar option should we
implement for the 2017-18 school year?

Answered: 172 Skipped: 4

Proposal =
#1August...

Proposal
#2:August...
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Answ er Choices Responses
Proposal #1August 22nd-24th New staff in-service August 28th-31st All staff in- 22.67%
serviceSeptember 4th Labor Day no schoolSeptember 5th First day of school for 39
studentsOctober 6th In-service no schoolNovember 10th Parent teacher conferences

no schoolNovember 22nd-24th Thanksgiving break no SchoolDecember 25th-29th

Christmas break no schoolJanuary 1st New Year’s Day no schoolJanuary 2nd School
ResumesFebruary 8th In-service no schoolMarch 26th-30th Spring break no schoolMay

28th Memorial Day no schoolJune 3rd High School GraduationJune 6th Last day of

school for studentsJune 7th Last day of school for staff

Proposal #2:August 21nd-22nd New staff in-service August 23rd-25th All staff in- 17.33%
serviceAugust 28th First day of school for studentsSeptember 4th Labor Day no 133
schoolSeptember 5th School ResumesOctober 6th In-service no schoolNovember 3rd

Parent teacher conferences no schoolNovember 20th-24th Thanksgiving break no

SchoolDecember 25th-29th Christmas break no schoolJanuary 1st New Year's Day no

schoolJanuary 2nd School ResumesFebruary 9th In-service no schoolMarch 26th-30th

Spring break no schoolMay 27 High School GraduationMay 28th Mem orial Day no

schoolJune 1st Last day of school for students and staff
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